. See also the journal, History and Memory: Studies in Representation of the Past. For the purposes of this brief essay, the following simplified distinctions between history and memory can be of? fered: history is the reconstruction of the past in written form by historians; memory represents how the past (as well as how written history) is perceived by society. Whereas the past is forever fixed, both history and memory evolve over time, with neither attaining an absolute or objectively "true" understanding of the past. This is not to say that history and memory are equally subjective, for their standards of reconstructing the past are very different. Still, although history has traditionally aimed (at least until recently) for a high degree of scientific objectivity, the opposition made by Halbwachs and others between a scientific history and "subjective" view of the past represented by memory can no longer be accepted. 
